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    PASTOR½S CORNER 

 
 

 CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Our annual Charge Conference, held with six other churches, 
will be December 8th at 9 A.M. at University Park United 
Methodist Church. 
 

     Welcome to Autumn! It has been so hot lately that I am looking forward to some cool, crisp days. Fall 
is my favorite time of the year. Our Grace UMC pumpkin patch will be up and running soon. It is so much 
fun to see the families with little kids touching all the pumpkins and exploring the patch. Some of those 
pumpkins are as big as the kids are! 
 
     As much as I complain about it, I often find it relaxing to sit in the pumpkin patch. Thereôs not much to 
do when there are no customers. You can roll a few pumpkins to help prevent them from rotting, remove 
the rotten or squirrel-eaten ones and do a little re-arranging of the squashes. Or you can just sit and watch 
the world go by and feel a breeze or watch the sun shine through the trees. 
 
     As an introvert, I really enjoy times when I can be in a quiet space. I gain energy from silence.         
Extroverts probably think Iôm crazy when I say this. They gain energy from being around other people.  
For an extrovert, meditation can be a frustrating activity. 
 
     Theologian and writer Frederick Buechner thinks that seeking silence can help us to become closer to 
God.  He says in his book, Telling Secrets: 
  
 What deadens us most to Godôs presence within us, I think, is the inner  
 dialogue that we are continuously engaged in with ourselves, the endless 
 chatter of human thought. I suspect that there is nothing more crucial to 
 true spiritual comfort, as the huge monk in cloth of gold put it, than being  
 able from time to time to stop that chatter, including the chatter of spoken  
 prayer.  If we choose to seek the silence of the holy place, or to open  
 ourselves to its seeking, I think there is no surer way than by keeping  
 silent. God knows I am no good at it, but I keep trying, and once or twice 
 I have been lucky, graced. 
 
     Where do you feel Godôs presence in your life? If you can identify that place or situation, I invite you 
to take time to go there.  
 
     Our God wants to be in relationship with us. You might find God in silence, in nature or in                
relationships with other people. Wherever you find God, it is a holy and sacred place. My prayer is that 
we can all find that grace-filled place in our lives. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Mary 
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                                            FALL FINANCE CAMPAIGN 
Stay tuned for this year's campaign. As Grace United Methodists members, we need to renew 
our commitment to the church and to sharing the Good News with others. We have been blessed 
over the years with faithful members who offered their time, talent, gifts and their witness. We 
have also been blessed by those who invested in our future through the Endowment Fund. 

TRICK-OR-TREAT STREET 
Believe it or not, it is that time of year again ï Halloween is just around the corner and before you know 
it, our church lawn is filled with pumpkins, and the halls of Grace will be adorned with Halloween d®cor, 
as we prepare for the 10th Annual Trick-or-Treat Street, Saturday, October 27, from 5:00-7:00 P.M. here 
at Grace. 
As we did last year, we are asking Sunday school classes, church committees and circle members to 

adopt a door within the church, decorate it, and supply candy or a treat for those who 
knock on your door. With you and your committeeôs help, we have the ability to show 
our surrounding community the loving and serving hands within Grace UMC while  
offering a safe place for children to Trick-or-Treat. 
If you or your committee is interested in participating, please contact Jan Constance at 
303-756-1595 ext. 15 or at jconstance@comcast.net to reserve your door. There will 
also be a sign-up sheet on Janôs office door. Please, also contact Jan to help with the 

games and activities in the Fellowship Hall! Parents and Children, be sure to put October 27th on your 
calendar as you wonôt want to miss this fun and safe Halloween tradition! 

WORLD COMMUNION SCHOLARSHIPS  
These are for students, many of whom come from economically stressed countries with few financial   
options. Fifty percent of the money received goes to the World Communion Scholarships with at least 
one-half of the annual amount used for ministries beyond the United States. Thirty-five percent of the 
money  received is for the Ethnic Scholarship Program for applicants pursuing their first undergraduate 
degree. The remaining 15 percent goes to the Ethnic In-Service Training Program for the recruitment, 
training and retention of ethnic UM in leadership positions in the church. These students are the future of 
mission for The United Methodist Church so please consider giving a generous donation to this worthy 
cause.  

 COMMUNION FUND 
Grace has had a Communion Fund for decades. The fund was set up so that the pastor would have access 
to funds to assist members and others in emergency needs. Over the years there have been members who 
lost their jobs and needed some short-term help. There were members who where short on their utilities 
bills or rent. A few folks came with medical costs that needed to be covered. We have also given $25 
King Soopers cards to families and individuals who were hungry. Thankfully, there has been very little 
need in recent months for these services. The fund usually has at least $1,000 in it. At this time there is 
$365 in the fund. The people who use these funds are truly in emergency situations. Any help in funding 
this mission would be a blessing in the future to a needy person. 



 

-3- 

                                                   REMEMBERING FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Members in our Grace family who had health concerns in September: 
George Custard was in the hospital with pneumonia. 
Myrna Elkins (Jack) had surgery for a broken arm and is home recuperating. 
Darlene Meyer (daughter Debbie), said that Darlene has struggled the last few weeks. She 
continues to feel exhausted and is quite anxious. Debbie asked for prayers for healing, comfort, 
and peace. 
Marv Reaksecker (Marcia) fell doing his yard work and broke his ankle and is home recuperating.  
Paul Ruehmann (JoAnn) is home recuperating from the hospital after his knee replacement surgery. 

Dave Rex was in rehab but is now home recuperating. 

 
KEEP THESE FRIENDS IN YOUR HEARTS³.. 

                                                                        PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of anyone in the hospital or who needs a visit, please contact the office at 303-756-
1595. We want to know about those who are not feeling well or who need help so we can provide 
the proper pastoral care to members of our church family. 

DBSA (DEPRESSION AND BI-POLAR SUPPORT ALLIANCE) 
This group meets at Grace the first and third Mondays every month at 7:00-8:30 P.M.. For more information 
please call Harriet Thomas at 720-249-7277. All are welcome whether you suffer from the illnesses yourself 
or you have a family member with health issues. 

                                                PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY 
For the family of Dorothy Lee Krob on the death of her husband, Leslie Krob, 93, on August 30. 
His Memorial Service was September 8th at Holly Creek where they lived.  



MUSIC NEWS.... 
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 MUSIC NOTES FROM GREG GIBSON 
The Chancel Choir is back in the swing of things. We are preparing music for the services and we're starting 
to work on our Christmas Cantata which will be presented on Sunday, December 16. We will be performing 
"The Mystery and the Majestyò by Joseph M. Martin. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. We 
would like to thank Tori Constance for playing flute with us the past two Sundays. The Chancel Choir is 
open to anyone who loves to sing who is in 9th grade or older. I hope that you will consider serving God and 
our church by singing in the choir. 
 

New Life Praise Team will continue to present music at the 10:00 A.M. service. The Chime Choir and    
Joyful Noise Choir have begun rehearsals for our new season and plan to present music to the congregation 
on October 28. We are excited that we have some new players and singers. These groups are open to       
students in third grade and older. Spirit Singers are also rehearsing on Sundays at 9:00 A.M. The Grace 
Ringers will be presenting music to the congregation on September 30 and October 21. Kingdom's         
Keyboards presented music on September 23 and will be back with more great music on October 14. We are 
so blessed at Grace to have so much talent! Be sure to take time to thank all these folks for sharing their  
talents with us. If you are interested in getting more involved in the music at Grace, please contact me at  
303-699-4576 or datsmusic@msn.com.  
--- 

The Mercury Ensemble plans to be back this season but there are no plans for concerts yet. You can find 
more information at www.themercuryensemble.org. 
 

Duo Classica presented a great concert on September 22. They will be back in the spring for another       
concert. Lydia Sviatlovskaya, violin and Olga Dashevskaya, piano are two exceptional musicians. They             
have been featured numerous times on CPR Classical's Colorado Spotlight series. Visit their website to get 
more information at www.duoclassica.com. 

 

Praising the Lord in song is a way to receive Godôs abundant grace and give the gift of music to others  
around you. 

                 CHILDRENôS CHOIR NOTES FROM JANICE GIBSON 
Itôs wonderful to hear the beautiful sound of childrenôs voices singing praise to God! All      
kids Pre-kð2nd grade will meet at 9:05 A.M. in the Childrenôs Choir Room (Room 106), then 
go to their Sunday School classes at 9:15 A.M. We hope to see all the kids there to join the fun!  

GRACE RINGERS 
The Grace Ringers Bell Choir meets every Thursday at 6:30. We will be performing in the 10:00 
A.M. worship on Sunday October 21. Thanks for supporting us! 
Dennis Waitley, American motivational speaker, reminds us:  ñHappiness cannot be traveled to, 
owned, earned, worn or consumed. Happiness is the spiritual experience of living every minute with 
love, grace, and gratitude.ò Playing bells makes all of us very happy as we experience music and 
community. 

mailto:datsmusic@msn.com


SUNDAY SCHOOL AND EDUCATION 
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                                                                LECTIONARY CLASS 
ñThe church exists primarily for two closely correlated purposes: to worship God and to work 
for his kingdom in the world ... The church also exists for a third purpose, which serves the 
other two:  to encourage one another, to build one another up in faith, to pray with and for one 
another, to learn from one another and teach one another, and to set one another examples to 
follow, challenges to take up, and urgent tasks to perform. This is all part of what is known 
loosely as fellowship,ò by N.T. Wright in Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense. 
With this thought in mind, the lectionary class meets to study, to pray and to have fellowship 
with one another by sharing our widely diverse thoughts, opinions, needs and celebrations. You are 
welcome to join us in the conference room across from the office on Sunday mornings from about 9:10-
9:50. 
Lectionary Scriptures for October: 
Sunday October 7:  Job 1:1; 2;1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16. 
Sunday October 14:  Job 23:1-17; Psalm 22; Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31. 
Sunday October 21:  Job 38:1-7; Psalm 104; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45. 
Sunday October 28:  Job 42:1-17; Psalm 34: Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52. 

SEEKERS CLASS 
Rev. Mary MacDonald will be leading the Seekers class. We meet in the Library at 9:05 A.M. We are 
continuing our discussion of the book, Short Stories by Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine. All are welcome to 
join us! 

 

October 7 ï   Chapter 1:  ñLost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Sonò 
October 14 ï   Chapter 2:  ñThe Good Samaritanò 
October 21 ï Chapter 3:  ñThe Pearl of Great Priceò  
October 28 ï Chapter 4:  ñThe Mustard Seedò 

FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP CLASS 
The Faith and Friendship class is on Sundays, at 8:45 A.M.-9:25 A.M. in B-23 in the basement. All are 
welcome! 

OCTOBER 15, IS THE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES TO BE  
SUBMITTED FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF THE  

CIRCUIT RIDER 
 

Send articles to jconstance@comcast.net 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/66955


 OF NEWS AROUND GRACE 

                                                                  GRACE BOOK CLUB 
We hope you join us for our monthly book discussion group. We'll meet in the Conference 
Room at 11:30 to discuss that month's selection. Come when you canðnew faces are always 
welcome! Below are the book selections through December: 
October 14 - The Newcomers by Helen Thorpe. The Newcomers follows the lives of       
twenty-two immigrant teenagers throughout the course of the 2015-2016 school year as they 
land at South High School in Denver, Colorado. These newcomers, from fourteen to nineteen 
years old, come from nations convulsed by drought or famine or war. Many come directly from refugee 
camps, after experiencing dire forms of cataclysm. Some arrive alone, having left or lost every other 
member of their original family. At the center of their story is Mr. Williams, their dedicated and         
endlessly resourceful teacher of English Language Acquisition. If Mr. Williams does his job right, the 
newcomers will leave his class at the end of the school year with basic English skills and new            
confidence, their foundation for becoming Americans and finding a place in their new home.  
November 11 - Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng. In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb 
of Cleveland, everything is planned---from the layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to 
the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena 
Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren---an enigmatic artist and 
single mother---who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house 
from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson children are 
drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the  
status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. When old family friends of the 
Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that dramatically divides 
the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is       
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and          
devastating costs.  
December 9 - To be announced next newsletter 
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                                                  SPIRITUALLY FIT 
Janice Gibson's class on spiritual exercise will be on Sunday, October 21 at 11:30 A.M. in 
the Conference room. We will learn and be inspired by ñA Renewal of Hope.ò Come join us 
and give your spirit a workout! Contact Janice Gibson for more information at 303-699-4576 
or jmgib25@gmail.com. 

 PARKING LOT PARTY 
Our Parking Lot Party on September 15th was a great success! We had 15 folks from the apartments, and 
about 50 members. The food was great and the music too. Thanks to all who came and offered food and 
friendship. A big thanks to the men's club for cooking that great meat and to the women for all the food. 
There was homemade ice cream too! What a great way to reach out to our community. 

 A GREAT NEW DISCUSSION GROUP "LETôS TALK ABOUT GOD!ò 
Please join us for a new discussion group led by Clancy Ellebracht. Discussions will be based on the 
book The School of Biblical Evangelism-101 Lessons. Topic samples---what do Christians believe, what 
do other world religions believe, the Bible, evolution, judgment day, faith, 10 Commandments, the      
enemy, and prayer. Each lesson will be emailed for study before class. The discussion group will meet 
twice a month on the second and fourth Mondays from 6:30-8:00 P.M. in the library 



Financial  summary  
YEAR-TO-DATE PERIOD ENDED August 31, 2018 
 
INCOME           ACTUAL 
     Pledged                                                $119,817 
     Other              77,836 
TOTAL INCOME         $197,653 

 
EXPENDITURES                                    $207,984 
NET INCOME                                          $(-10,331) 

GRACE WOMEN½S NEWS 
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COMING UP IN OCTOBER FOR GRACE WOMEN 
October 9, Tues. 9:00 A.M.-Quilters-Parlor 

October 9, Tues. 7:00 P.M.-Anna Circle-Narthex 
October 10, Wed. 9:30 A.M.-UMW Leadership Team Meeting-Parlor 

October 15, Mon. 10:00 A.M.-Rebecca Circle-Parlor 
October 18, Thurs. 10:00 A.M.-Sarah Circle-Parlor 
October 23, Tues. 9:00 A.M.-Quilters-Parlor 

GRACE MEN½S NEWS 

MENôS BREAKFAST 
The next Men's Breakfast will be October 20, Saturday at 8:30 A.M. We will see and hear from Mr. 
Craig Knippenberg about his "On Top of The World Experience," an exciting mountain climbing  
adventure and also a safari with his son. Hear how to prepare and implement this dangerous endeavor 
of climbing to extreme heights. All ladies are also invited to attend. 



 

       HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS! 
We continue to update our birthday list. If your October birthday is not 
listed, or is listed incorrectly, please call the office. For our children and 
youth, ages are listed inside the parentheses.   

3 Liz Barrett  
      Derek Chakhaliani  (10) 
      Ruth Hurlburt  
4    Robert Moore 
8 Ruth Auldridge  
      Kathy Easterday 
9 Leon Constance 
10 Chris Hedlund  
11 Geneva Wright 
13 Kim Albright  
      Pearl Hedlund  (10) 
      Evan Southwick  (9) 
14  Robin Hedlund  
15  Paula McFarren 
18 Charlie Hedlund  (12)  

19 Tom Jones 
20 Bruce Baskette 
25 Brent Hobson 
 
 
Happy Belated Birthday to  
Darlene Meyer. Her special 
day was September 2nd. 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSING 
We will have our monthly ñBirthday Blessingò on October 28, the last Sunday of the month.    
During the last hymn we will ask everyone who had a birthday in October up to the front for a 
blessing from the pastor. 

From The Heart ... 

I want to thank Kathy Babb for sharing her amazing talent of storytelling with all that came to see 
her event! She is such a joy to watch as she tells, animates and sings the stories. My granddaughter 
Caden, thinks that Kathy can make magical star apples now since hearing her apple                      
story...love it!!  Jan Constance 



MISSIONS: "What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God?" Micah 6:8  
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OCTOBER LOOSE OFFERING  
ñGathering Placeò  

This is Denverôs only daytime drop-in center for women, children, and transgender individuals who are    
experiencing poverty or homelessness. Since 1986, they've been a community of safety and hope where 
positive relationships, choice, and essential resources transform lives. Though the number of homeless     
individuals living in our city is staggering, thousands more are existing one paycheck away from         
homelessness, struggling to make ends meet as they grapple with decisions such as choosing between    
buying groceries or paying the utility bills. The Gathering Place provides a variety of programs and services 
to those who enter our doors. 

FOOD BARREL  
Thank you for continuing to contribute non-perishable food items (canned vegetables, fruit, meat, 
beans, boxes of cereal) and baby items (diapers and wipes) to the barrels. Thank you to Susan Kaley-
Daley for delivering 208 pounds of food and baby items to Denver City Inner Parish.  
**Please keep those canned goods and boxes of foods coming in to our food barrels every 
Sunday! 

VOLUNTEER FOR PROJECT CURE 
Want to change the world? You can! Work with Project C.U.R.E. staff to discover how your hands and feet can 
directly impact current global health issues. Join the Grace UMC group on Saturday, October 27, from 1-3 P.M. 
We meet in the Grace East parking lot at 12:30 P.M. For questions call our coordinator: Mary Lou Turner at 
303-903-1504. Check out this important focus of your Missions Committee by viewing the net: 
www.projectcure.org/volunteer. 

MISSIONS DONATIONS IN AUGUST 
Warren Village-loose coin and Mission budgeté.....ééééé.éé.$460.00 
Habitat Loaves and Fishes.ééééééé...éé..éééééé......$150.00 
Communion Fundéééééééééééééééééééé.....$140.00 
Totaléééééééééééééééééééééééééé..$750.00 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Loaves and Fishes Coalition 

Habitat for Humanity-Metro Denver has announced that the Loaves and Fishes Coalition (of which Grace is 
a member congregation) will build a single-family home in the College View development near Loretto 
Heights in Denver. We built a home in this same development in 2016. The build is expected to begin in 
November. We are looking forward to meeting the family for whom we will build the house. We are hoping 
to arrange a visit to Grace soon after they are chosen. Grace has raised about $2,500 of our pledge for the 
building of this house of $6,000. Any amount that you are able to give to support our work for the Habitat 
family is greatly appreciated. Also, volunteers will be needed to work on the build once it has begun.      
Information on how to signup will be provided soon. If you have any questions regarding Loaves and   
Fishes and the Loaves and Fishes Coalitionôs mission, please talk to Lyle Stewart or call him at 303-694-
1470.  

                                   GRACE UMC FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
Many thanks to our September Coffee Hour hosts:  Les Sonksen, Mary Lou Turner, Jim and 
Nancy Peterson, Ron and Eunice Haraldson. Volunteers are needed to ñserve onlyò after the 
10:00 A.M. service. Sign-up sheets are on the Narthex bulletin board. Thank you all! NOAH             
COMMITTEE. 

                                                                GREETERS RECOGNIZED 
NOAH Committee extends thanks and appreciation to the following who greeted in 
September at the 10:00 A.M. service:  Pat Horton, Les Sonksen, Ruth Balkwill, Jim and 
Nancy Peterson. If you are interested in serving as a greeter for the 10:00 A.M service,    
sign-up sheets are on the Narthex bulletin board or contact Pat Horton at 303-695-6181. 

 

Thank you to our volunteers!  


